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Each year, as I write this letter to you, I’m grateful for the chance 
to re	ect on the consequential work of the George W. Bush 

Presidential Center, the important values that guide us, and the 
remarkable team we’ve gathered here.

T his is especially true as we emerge from more than a 

time for people across the globe. Each of us experienced in 
some way the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, economic 
challenges, changes to the way we live and work, division 
and discord, and the tremendous losses that accompanied 
it all. And yet, even in the darkest moments, my colleagues at 
the Bush Center – led by President and Mrs. Bush – remained 
optimistic and committed to making a positive impact.

Our organization has always been focused on advancing 
the ideals that sustain our great Nation, and the values that 
drive our work: freedom, opportunity, accountability, and 
compassion. And in a time of crisis, those are the values that 
matter the most.

At the Bush Center, we develop leaders, advance policy,  
and take action to solve today’s most pressing challenges. 
And so, when presented with challenges in 2020, we leaned 
on our values and dug in on what matters: the work.

We broadened our reach across all our platforms. Our  
policy journal, The Catalyst, examined topics like the pursuit 
of the American dream. Our podcast, The Strategerist, 
highlighted those working to help others during the pandemic. 
Our policy experts Zoom-ed in to important conversations 
with policy makers and thought leaders on issues like 
immigration, democracy, and education. And we ensured the 
sustainability of the Bush Center far into the future by reaching 
our goal for the A Charge to Keep capital campaign.

Many of you have invested in the work of the Bush Center, and 

policy, not politics. We encourage and invite a diverse set of 
solution-oriented people to help us create lasting change on 
the issues that matter the most, like creating opportunity for 
everyone and advancing free societies. We believe we can 
open our doors and our minds to many and remain deeply 
rooted to our conservative heritage.

In 2021, we have turned our focus to concluding a long-range 
strategic planning process for the Bush Institute. We look 
forward to sharing those plans with you soon, as we look 
to the issues and ideas that will affect our Nation over the 
coming decade.

We have already started that work through our efforts in 
immigration. If you haven’t been to Dallas yet to see the newest 
special exhibition of President Bush’s paintings, Out of Many, 
One: Portraits of America’s Immigrants, I encourage you to add 
it to your to-do list. President Bush’s art is a powerful statement 
about the value of immigration to our country, and a reminder 
that our immigration system is overdue for comprehensive 
change. We have presented actionable policy solutions 
on issues like border management, refugee and asylum 

energized by the opportunity to advance policy solutions and 
shape the conversation around important issues like this and 
will continue to bolster our efforts in the years ahead.

Thank you for your support and interest in the Bush Center. We 
are grateful for your continued contributions to our success.

K E N N E T H  A .  H E R S H
Pre s id e nt  a nd C EO

“I maintain an unshakeable faith  
in the future of our country,  

because I know the character of  
our citizens. We rise or fall together.  

And we are determined to rise.”
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.

f r o m  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r

H O L L Y  K U Z M I C H
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all direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to museum and facility  
rental operations and expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.
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that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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 Foundation Administration
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* Expenses before depreciation, other non-cash charges, provisions for uncollectable  
contributions receivable, and distribution of Laura Bush Foundation grants. Also excludes  
all direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to museum and facility  
rental operations and expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.

While successfully managing its expenses during the pandemic, the Bush Center continues to receive tremendous 
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** Includes revenues from museum and facility rental operations, less associated  
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�e Presidential Center operations realized a net loss in 2020 due to  
pandemic-related closures and reduced activities, including facility rental,  
parking, and museum-related operations.
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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* Expenses before depreciation, other non-cash charges, provisions for uncollectable  
contributions receivable, and distribution of Laura Bush Foundation grants. Also excludes  
all direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to museum and facility  
rental operations and expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.

While successfully managing its expenses during the pandemic, the Bush Center continues to receive tremendous 
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** Includes revenues from museum and facility rental operations, less associated  
direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to these operations. 
�e Presidential Center operations realized a net loss in 2020 due to  
pandemic-related closures and reduced activities, including facility rental,  
parking, and museum-related operations.
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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* Expenses before depreciation, other non-cash charges, provisions for uncollectable  
contributions receivable, and distribution of Laura Bush Foundation grants. Also excludes  
all direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to museum and facility  
rental operations and expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.

While successfully managing its expenses during the pandemic, the Bush Center continues to receive tremendous 
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pandemic-related closures and reduced activities, including facility rental,  
parking, and museum-related operations.
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Each year, as I write this letter to you, I’m grateful for the chance 
to re	ect on the consequential work of the George W. Bush 

Presidential Center, the important values that guide us, and the 
remarkable team we’ve gathered here.

T his is especially true as we emerge from more than a 

time for people across the globe. Each of us experienced in 
some way the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, economic 
challenges, changes to the way we live and work, division 
and discord, and the tremendous losses that accompanied 
it all. And yet, even in the darkest moments, my colleagues at 
the Bush Center – led by President and Mrs. Bush – remained 
optimistic and committed to making a positive impact.

Our organization has always been focused on advancing 
the ideals that sustain our great Nation, and the values that 
drive our work: freedom, opportunity, accountability, and 
compassion. And in a time of crisis, those are the values that 
matter the most.

At the Bush Center, we develop leaders, advance policy,  
and take action to solve today’s most pressing challenges. 
And so, when presented with challenges in 2020, we leaned 
on our values and dug in on what matters: the work.

We broadened our reach across all our platforms. Our  
policy journal, The Catalyst, examined topics like the pursuit 
of the American dream. Our podcast, The Strategerist, 
highlighted those working to help others during the pandemic. 
Our policy experts Zoom-ed in to important conversations 
with policy makers and thought leaders on issues like 
immigration, democracy, and education. And we ensured the 
sustainability of the Bush Center far into the future by reaching 
our goal for the A Charge to Keep capital campaign.

Many of you have invested in the work of the Bush Center, and 

policy, not politics. We encourage and invite a diverse set of 
solution-oriented people to help us create lasting change on 
the issues that matter the most, like creating opportunity for 
everyone and advancing free societies. We believe we can 
open our doors and our minds to many and remain deeply 
rooted to our conservative heritage.

In 2021, we have turned our focus to concluding a long-range 
strategic planning process for the Bush Institute. We look 
forward to sharing those plans with you soon, as we look 
to the issues and ideas that will affect our Nation over the 
coming decade.

We have already started that work through our efforts in 
immigration. If you haven’t been to Dallas yet to see the newest 
special exhibition of President Bush’s paintings, Out of Many, 
One: Portraits of America’s Immigrants, I encourage you to add 
it to your to-do list. President Bush’s art is a powerful statement 
about the value of immigration to our country, and a reminder 
that our immigration system is overdue for comprehensive 
change. We have presented actionable policy solutions 
on issues like border management, refugee and asylum 

energized by the opportunity to advance policy solutions and 
shape the conversation around important issues like this and 
will continue to bolster our efforts in the years ahead.

Thank you for your support and interest in the Bush Center. We 
are grateful for your continued contributions to our success.

K E N N E T H  A .  H E R S H
Pre s id e nt  a nd C EO

“I maintain an unshakeable faith  
in the future of our country,  

because I know the character of  
our citizens. We rise or fall together.  

And we are determined to rise.”

BUSHC EN T ER .ORG
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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 Fundraising and External A�airs

 Foundation Administration

 Support Operations

* Expenses before depreciation, other non-cash charges, provisions for uncollectable  
contributions receivable, and distribution of Laura Bush Foundation grants. Also excludes  
all direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to museum and facility  
rental operations and expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.

While successfully managing its expenses during the pandemic, the Bush Center continues to receive tremendous 
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** Includes revenues from museum and facility rental operations, less associated  
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�e Presidential Center operations realized a net loss in 2020 due to  
pandemic-related closures and reduced activities, including facility rental,  
parking, and museum-related operations.
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.

While successfully managing its expenses during the pandemic, the Bush Center continues to receive tremendous 
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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 Fundraising and External A�airs

 Foundation Administration
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* Expenses before depreciation, other non-cash charges, provisions for uncollectable  
contributions receivable, and distribution of Laura Bush Foundation grants. Also excludes  
all direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to museum and facility  
rental operations and expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.

While successfully managing its expenses during the pandemic, the Bush Center continues to receive tremendous 
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** Includes revenues from museum and facility rental operations, less associated  
direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to these operations. 
�e Presidential Center operations realized a net loss in 2020 due to  
pandemic-related closures and reduced activities, including facility rental,  
parking, and museum-related operations.
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We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
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Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
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and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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Each year, as I write this letter to you, I’m grateful for the chance 
to re	ect on the consequential work of the George W. Bush 

Presidential Center, the important values that guide us, and the 
remarkable team we’ve gathered here.

T his is especially true as we emerge from more than a 

time for people across the globe. Each of us experienced in 
some way the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, economic 
challenges, changes to the way we live and work, division 
and discord, and the tremendous losses that accompanied 
it all. And yet, even in the darkest moments, my colleagues at 
the Bush Center – led by President and Mrs. Bush – remained 
optimistic and committed to making a positive impact.

Our organization has always been focused on advancing 
the ideals that sustain our great Nation, and the values that 
drive our work: freedom, opportunity, accountability, and 
compassion. And in a time of crisis, those are the values that 
matter the most.

At the Bush Center, we develop leaders, advance policy,  
and take action to solve today’s most pressing challenges. 
And so, when presented with challenges in 2020, we leaned 
on our values and dug in on what matters: the work.

We broadened our reach across all our platforms. Our  
policy journal, The Catalyst, examined topics like the pursuit 
of the American dream. Our podcast, The Strategerist, 
highlighted those working to help others during the pandemic. 
Our policy experts Zoom-ed in to important conversations 
with policy makers and thought leaders on issues like 
immigration, democracy, and education. And we ensured the 
sustainability of the Bush Center far into the future by reaching 
our goal for the A Charge to Keep capital campaign.

Many of you have invested in the work of the Bush Center, and 

policy, not politics. We encourage and invite a diverse set of 
solution-oriented people to help us create lasting change on 
the issues that matter the most, like creating opportunity for 
everyone and advancing free societies. We believe we can 
open our doors and our minds to many and remain deeply 
rooted to our conservative heritage.

In 2021, we have turned our focus to concluding a long-range 
strategic planning process for the Bush Institute. We look 
forward to sharing those plans with you soon, as we look 
to the issues and ideas that will affect our Nation over the 
coming decade.

We have already started that work through our efforts in 
immigration. If you haven’t been to Dallas yet to see the newest 
special exhibition of President Bush’s paintings, Out of Many, 
One: Portraits of America’s Immigrants, I encourage you to add 
it to your to-do list. President Bush’s art is a powerful statement 
about the value of immigration to our country, and a reminder 
that our immigration system is overdue for comprehensive 
change. We have presented actionable policy solutions 
on issues like border management, refugee and asylum 

energized by the opportunity to advance policy solutions and 
shape the conversation around important issues like this and 
will continue to bolster our efforts in the years ahead.

Thank you for your support and interest in the Bush Center. We 
are grateful for your continued contributions to our success.

K E N N E T H  A .  H E R S H
Pre s id e nt  a nd C EO

“I maintain an unshakeable faith  
in the future of our country,  

because I know the character of  
our citizens. We rise or fall together.  

And we are determined to rise.”

BUSHC EN T ER .ORG
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and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
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will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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all direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to museum and facility  
rental operations and expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.

While successfully managing its expenses during the pandemic, the Bush Center continues to receive tremendous 

2 0 2 0  U S E S *
(dollars in millions)

-$5

$

$5

$10

$15

$20

$25

$30

$35

$40

2 0 2 0  S O U R C E S
(dollars in millions)

  Gi�s from Bush Center Supporters,  
Net of Expenses*

  Bush Center Endowment Contribution  
to Operations

  Presidential Center Operations,  
Net of Expenses**

*Includes expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

** Includes revenues from museum and facility rental operations, less associated  
direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to these operations. 
�e Presidential Center operations realized a net loss in 2020 due to  
pandemic-related closures and reduced activities, including facility rental,  
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Each year, as I write this letter to you, I’m grateful for the chance 
to re	ect on the consequential work of the George W. Bush 

Presidential Center, the important values that guide us, and the 
remarkable team we’ve gathered here.

T his is especially true as we emerge from more than a 

time for people across the globe. Each of us experienced in 
some way the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, economic 
challenges, changes to the way we live and work, division 
and discord, and the tremendous losses that accompanied 
it all. And yet, even in the darkest moments, my colleagues at 
the Bush Center – led by President and Mrs. Bush – remained 
optimistic and committed to making a positive impact.

Our organization has always been focused on advancing 
the ideals that sustain our great Nation, and the values that 
drive our work: freedom, opportunity, accountability, and 
compassion. And in a time of crisis, those are the values that 
matter the most.

At the Bush Center, we develop leaders, advance policy,  
and take action to solve today’s most pressing challenges. 
And so, when presented with challenges in 2020, we leaned 
on our values and dug in on what matters: the work.

We broadened our reach across all our platforms. Our  
policy journal, The Catalyst, examined topics like the pursuit 
of the American dream. Our podcast, The Strategerist, 
highlighted those working to help others during the pandemic. 
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with policy makers and thought leaders on issues like 
immigration, democracy, and education. And we ensured the 
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Many of you have invested in the work of the Bush Center, and 
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One: Portraits of America’s Immigrants, I encourage you to add 
it to your to-do list. President Bush’s art is a powerful statement 
about the value of immigration to our country, and a reminder 
that our immigration system is overdue for comprehensive 
change. We have presented actionable policy solutions 
on issues like border management, refugee and asylum 

energized by the opportunity to advance policy solutions and 
shape the conversation around important issues like this and 
will continue to bolster our efforts in the years ahead.

Thank you for your support and interest in the Bush Center. We 
are grateful for your continued contributions to our success.

K E N N E T H  A .  H E R S H
Pre s id e nt  a nd C EO

“I maintain an unshakeable faith  
in the future of our country,  

because I know the character of  
our citizens. We rise or fall together.  

And we are determined to rise.”

BUSHC EN T ER .ORG
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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contributions receivable, and distribution of Laura Bush Foundation grants. Also excludes  
all direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to museum and facility  
rental operations and expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.

While successfully managing its expenses during the pandemic, the Bush Center continues to receive tremendous 
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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all direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to museum and facility  
rental operations and expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.

While successfully managing its expenses during the pandemic, the Bush Center continues to receive tremendous 
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that in the face of adversity and 
challenges, adaptability and optimism are critical to success. 

I believe we’ve all faced that in our own lives, and over the last 
18 months, I’ve seen it play out every day at the Bush Institute.

W ho could have predicted in February of 2020 that  
our best-laid plans would drastically change in a 

month’s time? Or that our in-person meetings and policy 

We certainly never thought that we would shift course on 
issues from education to global health and offer insight as 
people navigated through the uncharted waters of a  
global pandemic.

And yet, that’s the story of the Bush Institute in 2020. Our 
team adapted – putting out even more content through  
op-eds, policy papers, and publications like The Catalyst  
and Democracy Talks. Our experts were called upon by 
policy makers at the state, local, and federal levels to offer 
solutions on issues like how to handle mass migration from 
the Northern Triangle or how to ensure that online learning 
leaves no children behind.

It was also inspiring to see how the participants of our Bush 
Institute-led leadership programs used the skills they learned 
through Presidential Leadership Scholars, the Stand-To 
Veterans Leadership program, WE Lead, and the Liberty & 
Leadership program to help those in their communities who 
needed it the most.

Every challenge we faced as a nation over the last year and 

 
and ideas that ground the work of the Bush Institute.

We begin to enter back into “normalcy” with an even stronger 
belief that pragmatic, compassionate, and thoughtful ideas 
will solve our country’s most pressing problems. Our best 
days do truly lie ahead of us. I’m proud to work with a team 
that is focused on solutions rather than credit, and who are 
passionate about their chance to improve opportunity for all 
and strengthen our democratic system.

Thank you for your continued support of our work.  
I look forward to seeing you at the Bush Center soon.
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$38.7

 Program Services

 Fundraising and External A�airs

 Foundation Administration

 Support Operations

* Expenses before depreciation, other non-cash charges, provisions for uncollectable  
contributions receivable, and distribution of Laura Bush Foundation grants. Also excludes  
all direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to museum and facility  
rental operations and expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

The Bush Center strives to operate in a financially sustainable and responsible manner to 

ensure that our work will continue long into the future.

While successfully managing its expenses during the pandemic, the Bush Center continues to receive tremendous 
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(dollars in millions)

  Gi�s from Bush Center Supporters,  
Net of Expenses*

  Bush Center Endowment Contribution  
to Operations

  Presidential Center Operations,  
Net of Expenses**

*Includes expenses relating to direct mail campaigns.

** Includes revenues from museum and facility rental operations, less associated  
direct expenses and those administrative expenses allocated to these operations. 
�e Presidential Center operations realized a net loss in 2020 due to  
pandemic-related closures and reduced activities, including facility rental,  
parking, and museum-related operations.
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Each year, as I write this letter to you, I’m grateful for the chance 
to re	ect on the consequential work of the George W. Bush 

Presidential Center, the important values that guide us, and the 
remarkable team we’ve gathered here.

T his is especially true as we emerge from more than a 

time for people across the globe. Each of us experienced in 
some way the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, economic 
challenges, changes to the way we live and work, division 
and discord, and the tremendous losses that accompanied 
it all. And yet, even in the darkest moments, my colleagues at 
the Bush Center – led by President and Mrs. Bush – remained 
optimistic and committed to making a positive impact.

Our organization has always been focused on advancing 
the ideals that sustain our great Nation, and the values that 
drive our work: freedom, opportunity, accountability, and 
compassion. And in a time of crisis, those are the values that 
matter the most.

At the Bush Center, we develop leaders, advance policy,  
and take action to solve today’s most pressing challenges. 
And so, when presented with challenges in 2020, we leaned 
on our values and dug in on what matters: the work.

We broadened our reach across all our platforms. Our  
policy journal, The Catalyst, examined topics like the pursuit 
of the American dream. Our podcast, The Strategerist, 
highlighted those working to help others during the pandemic. 
Our policy experts Zoom-ed in to important conversations 
with policy makers and thought leaders on issues like 
immigration, democracy, and education. And we ensured the 
sustainability of the Bush Center far into the future by reaching 
our goal for the A Charge to Keep capital campaign.

Many of you have invested in the work of the Bush Center, and 

policy, not politics. We encourage and invite a diverse set of 
solution-oriented people to help us create lasting change on 
the issues that matter the most, like creating opportunity for 
everyone and advancing free societies. We believe we can 
open our doors and our minds to many and remain deeply 
rooted to our conservative heritage.

In 2021, we have turned our focus to concluding a long-range 
strategic planning process for the Bush Institute. We look 
forward to sharing those plans with you soon, as we look 
to the issues and ideas that will affect our Nation over the 
coming decade.

We have already started that work through our efforts in 
immigration. If you haven’t been to Dallas yet to see the newest 
special exhibition of President Bush’s paintings, Out of Many, 
One: Portraits of America’s Immigrants, I encourage you to add 
it to your to-do list. President Bush’s art is a powerful statement 
about the value of immigration to our country, and a reminder 
that our immigration system is overdue for comprehensive 
change. We have presented actionable policy solutions 
on issues like border management, refugee and asylum 

energized by the opportunity to advance policy solutions and 
shape the conversation around important issues like this and 
will continue to bolster our efforts in the years ahead.

Thank you for your support and interest in the Bush Center. We 
are grateful for your continued contributions to our success.

K E N N E T H  A .  H E R S H
Pre s id e nt  a nd C EO

“I maintain an unshakeable faith  
in the future of our country,  

because I know the character of  
our citizens. We rise or fall together.  

And we are determined to rise.”
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